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CLOSE OF SESSION 
Valedictory Remarks 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [4.43 pm]:  I will be brief, as I wish to finish with some roses 
to colleagues and others with whom I have served.  Before I do so, I should say that my father taught me always 
to argue the point and not the person.  In this chamber I have grown to respect a number of people who I believe 
operate with that integrity; others seemingly do not stick to that principle.  Those members whom I respect know 
that full well.  In that regard I wish to leave members with the comment that I believe this place operates much 
more effectively when members deal with the issues at hand rather than the personalities. 

I want to thank some members of staff: obviously the Clerk and the Clerk’s assistants; the staff in this chamber; 
Ken and his staff for keeping us safe at night; Andrew and his staff for ensuring that we will all go to Jenny 
Craig; my colleague Hon Lynn MacLaren, who is new to the chamber; my former colleague in this chamber, 
Hon Jim Scott; my colleagues Hon Chrissy Sharp and Hon Giz Watson; and the colleague whose 
accommodation I have shared for the past four years, Hon Dee Margetts.  Members can read into that what they 
like, but - 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  I want to go on further and thank my colleagues for entrusting me with the job of 
Whip in the past couple of years.  It has certainly caused my staff and me a degree of grief from time to time, but 
I thank them for their trust in me to fulfil that role.   

I thank a number of people external to this place.  They are my daughter, Sara, in Kalgoorlie, who has worked 
tirelessly for my benefit and who has given me a great deal of support; Karl Drysdale in the Kimberley, with 
whom I have had a great relationship and who has been a tireless worker on behalf of the Derby herbicide 
workers; Maria Mann in Broome, who has been of great value to that community and a great friend; Dianne 
Mills in Kalgoorlie; James Pilsbury in Derby; and my friend Anne McKenna, who has always been around for 
me when I needed a shoulder to cry on. 
Finally, I thank Scott, who is in the chamber at the moment.  He has been an inspiration to me, a very good 
friend, somebody whose judgment I value implicitly and somebody who I hope I will be able to hold into the 
future as a long and dear friend.  I thank my former electorate officer, Rebecca Park, who I shared with Hon Dee 
Margetts; Nuala Brown, who was until recently my electorate officer; Anne Marie Hindinger, who has come in 
whenever we have needed extra support and who has been a bastion of help in our library; Marie Wynne, a 
pensioner who has come in regularly and for whom apparently working in our office has meant getting a new 
zest for life, which is marvellous; Barbara Sourbutts, who has been doing quite a lot of our accounting work; and 
Judy Ludlam, who has also been coming in to assist.  Notwithstanding what my colleague said about her 
utilising my staff, I also wish to thank Elize Steynberg and Bridget Blackford, who from time to time have 
assisted me.   
With that in mind, I take heed of my colleague’s comments that this is her second valedictory speech.  This is my 
first and we have a sign on the door that says: “Out to lunch.  Back in 2009”. 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [4.47 pm]:  Thank you, Mr Deputy President, for the 
opportunity to speak in this chamber to say farewell, though it was only 49 days ago that I said hello in my 
inaugural speech.  However, as members may have noticed, I was able to hit the ground running, as there are no 
backbenchers in the Greens (WA).  I was able to do that, thankfully, because of my seven years as an electorate 
officer working for Jim Scott.  It was, of course, due to Jim’s resignation that I have been in this seat for the 
short time that I have been here.  I must say that it is quite warm now and ready for the next person.  I have had a 
marvellous time among you all, although it has taken an unexpected personal toll.  I have learnt much during this 
challenging 49-day term and I have relished a few unexpected achievements.  I first give my heartfelt 
appreciation to my electorate officer, Rachel Pemberton, who also had to hit the ground running.  She found 
herself in an electorate office and had to learn everything and be an expert within a very short time.  She did a 
fantastic job and I really appreciate it.  I wish her well in her career in the future.  Poor old Rachel assisted not 
only me in meeting daily parliamentary deadlines, but also many members of the community who were used to 
using Jim Scott’s office in that way.  She also had to pack up the 12 years of Greens material that had 
accumulated in that office for the community.  It has been a huge job for her and I really appreciate her time.  I 
have also been assisted very well by Lee Bell, who has been my research officer.  Lee also had quite a bit of 
experience as a research officer, and he drew on that experience to assist me in this role for that short time.  I will 
miss working with them both.  They gave me a very nice environment to work in and supported me in every way 
in which I needed support.  Veronica Vann also assisted for a short time during a difficult transition from Jim’s 
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office to my office.  Her experience in working for the Senate assisted quite a bit, and I thank her for that.  They 
all worked tirelessly and with good humour, and that is what helps us get by. 
I acknowledge the support and mentoring I have received from my colleagues in this place.  Over seven years I 
have acted in a supportive role to all of them and it has been great to be here as their colleague.  I managed to get 
down to the wild party in the south west where people were farewelling Hon Chrissy Sharp, and the most 
common word used was “inspirational”.  She is incredibly inspirational.  I love the way she approaches issues 
with integrity and from the heart.  It has been an inspiration for me to see her cope with the difficult electoral 
reform debate, and do it with passion and without losing her temper.  This was quite good to learn from, because 
there were many challenging points in that debate.  That is also something I have learnt from Hon Giz Watson.  I 
worked for her for a couple of years as a research officer, and I watched her keep her cool.  She is an incredibly 
tireless worker.  She manages to do the work of six of us, although I do not know how.  The great thing about 
Hon Giz Watson is that she also approaches things from the heart, and keeps her values right up there in the 
decision-making.  That is really important in the work that we do.  Hon Dee Margetts has also been an 
inspiration to me for many years from her time in the Senate and in this chamber.  She showed how to switch 
gears, which is admirable.  I am sure she will be doing much for the Greens in the future.  Hon Robin Chapple 
has also been a nice comrade, first as a research officer, when I was an electorate officer.  I really enjoyed his 
company.  It has been difficult to be whipped by Hon Robin Chapple but, in a strange kind of way, it worked out 
well.  As soon as he gave me the title of “whipette”, it worked out; I knew my place.  My friends and colleagues 
in the Greens have been supportive not only in a professional sense but also in a personal sense.  That is one of 
the things that attracts us to the Greens; we are so passionate about our belief systems that it is quite easy to work 
together.  I acknowledge Scott and Nicola, who are currently in the gallery, and Anne Marie as well.  Elize 
Steynberg also helped keep my spirits up on many occasions.  I thank them for all their tireless support for me.  
Also, Trish Cowcher and Sue Hall, who work for Hon Giz Watson, are outstanding professionals.  They are 
always in the background, but they were very helpful to me in my transition from electorate officer to member of 
the Legislative Council.   
I will also comment on what many people have acknowledged as the camaraderie amongst members of this 
house.  I have been really chuffed to have been welcomed by the Leader of the House and given some timely 
advice at times, even though he and I will never agree on live sheep exports.  I also acknowledge Hon Louise 
Pratt, and Hon Sue Ellery, who is a new acquaintance of mine, but has been lovely to get to know.  I will miss 
them all.  I have worked with the parliamentary staff in this place for a long time as an electorate officer, but it 
has been great to be up here day after day, for hours on end, sometimes for 16 hours, and see the smiling faces of 
the workers, just getting on with it.  They are taking the hard edge out of the politicking that we do here.  That 
does play a key role in decision-making in Western Australia, although it probably will never be acknowledged 
in any official journal.  I also thank the Clerks, Laurie, Malcolm and Nigel, who have been of support to the 
Greens in our attempt to play the political game with as much professionalism as we can muster.    
Many friends and family members have had to support me through this time, including Kate Davis and Rachel 
Siewert, Cameron Poustie, Roslyn Drake, Genevieve Casey and Nikki KingSmith.  They have helped me to 
maintain my stability in this crazy time.  I acknowledge my mother, who is here with her companion Walter 
Swain.  I thank her very much for coming for this last day.  It was a bit of a hike, flying in from America.  She 
was never happy to lose me to Western Australia, because it is so far from California, but then one can never 
predict how life unfolds, just as I could not predict that my time as a community voice in this Parliament would 
be so brief.   
In the 17 sitting days, the house worked about 140 hours.  In my time in Parliament I was privileged to be 
involved in the passage of electoral reform legislation that will improve democracy in Western Australia.  I also 
sparked an invitation to an important community coastal planning campaigner, Andrew Sullivan, to participate in 
the Cockburn Vision community forum, through asking a parliamentary question.  I was successful in 
highlighting the inadequacy of air quality monitoring in Kwinana, and nudging the government to investigate the 
animal cruelty complaints involving the voyage of the live sheep carrier Al Kuwait.  I will be watching that case 
very carefully from outside this chamber, and I hope there will be some progress on that issue in the next few 
weeks.  I did not ask a question on that subject today.  I have also been putting the case for sustainable transport 
solutions, calling for the deletion of the destructive road alignment in the metropolitan region scheme - Roe 
Highway stage 8 through Bibra Lake.  I was successful in drawing attention to the health impacts of diesel 
emissions and supporting the reduction of diesel trucks on our highways in favour of more rail freight 
movement.  Through media releases and questions in Parliament I initiated a crucial intervention before the 
Cardup tip expansion, to highlight systemic weaknesses in the landfill management of waste.  This prompted two 
reviews.  I have also given notice of a motion for the review of electorate resources in the light of the electoral 
reform that the house has just passed.  I am hoping that this house will debate that motion, even though I will not 
be here, and that Hon Giz Watson will take that over.   
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I was subjected to being “outed” in this chamber as a migrant, but I am proud to be a migrant.  I am among good 
company.  It was a difficult night that night, but in the end it is probably best that it is all out in the open and, 
guess what - I am not from around here!  Although I have had less then 100 days as a member of Parliament 
serving the electorate of the South Metropolitan Region, it has given me a sense of personal achievement to play 
a role in initiating new planning guidelines for the safe location of childcare centres, to preside over the 
swearing-in of the East Fremantle mayor and several new councillors, to empower the Roleystone Organic 
Growers Association with information about genetically modified crops and food in Western Australia, and to 
provide practical support to many community members and groups through my electorate office.  As I said, we 
continue the long tradition of Jim Scott, former MLC, by providing information about and access to Parliament.  
It is my deepest hope that the new member for the South Metropolitan Region will continue that long tradition.  I 
have been able to support organisations that are moving for progressive change, such as Lesbian and Gay Pride 
WA, the Environmental Defender’s Office (WA) and People Against Cruelty in Animal Transport.   
I have run out of time and I have been unable to comment at length about two issues that are of great importance 
to me and that I mentioned in my inaugural speech.  One of those is the development at South Beach, and the 
other is the development at Port Coogee.  Both are the subject of current court actions.  One must ask whether 
our system is failing the community when it ends up taking government ministers and departments to the courts.   
However, on the other side, I enjoyed a champagne with the Attorney General and the Premier after the passing 
of the electoral reform legislation.  It did not quite make up for the many hours in the lead-up to that, when we 
were buffeted from left and right by the members of the Liberal Party.  In fact, it was an extremely exhausting 
tirade of what one could describe only as rubbish, with very little substance even remotely related to democracy 
or electoral systems.  That was a huge disappointment for me.  It demonstrated - I think many members agree - 
the lowest form of parliamentary debate, time wasting and personal attacks.  When a person is a member of this 
place for a short time, it is hard to undergo that intensity without the good times.  In the words of Hon Peter 
Foss, the actions of the opposition could only be described as single-minded fanaticism. 

Hon Peter Foss:  I’m glad you heard my remark. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN:  I keep listening for something. 

Hon Peter Foss:  It’s a good thing she listens to me, because she’ll learn something, but she’s leaving. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN:  I have learnt.  Of course, the experience took its toll. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN:  This is my time, guys.  This experience took its toll, but it has not broken my spirit.  
It has served to galvanise my commitment to positive social change in this state and in this chamber.  I ask every 
member to use this time wisely.  Perhaps at the beginning of each sitting they could close their eyes and imagine 
a four-year-old child who will grow up in Western Australia.  What future are they preparing for her?  Are their 
efforts, debates and decisions preparing a world in which she will be nurtured with healthy food, clean air, clean 
drinking water, a safe place to live and a place to play in a local park, on a wild beach or in a forest?  Are they 
giving her an opportunity to learn about the country and its native plants and animals?  Are they giving her an 
invigorating and diverse social environment and an economy that offers her a worthwhile and well-paid job? 

I was proud to be one of 27 women in the Parliament.  I believe Hon Sue Ellery told us that 27 of the 91 
members are women.  I think we need to lift our game.  We need many more women, particularly on the 
opposite side of the house.  It is not that the guys opposite do not look good, but only two women are over there.  
Come on!  Let us have more women’s voices in this chamber.  Frankly, I think they might have some more 
interesting things to say. 

Members have all made some interesting comments on electoral preferences.  I do not think that the preference 
system fails us in the way that some members believe it does.  Coming from a place where preferences are not 
used and where the majority of people who vote do not get their choice for president elected, I can say that the 
preferencing system in Western Australia is a good step towards representative democracy. 

I want to thank the eighteen and a half thousand people in the South Metropolitan Region who voted Greens “1” 
in the last election.  I will not forget them.  In four years, someone will put their name on the ballot paper and ask 
them again for their support.  During the next four years I will endeavour to continue working in the community 
as an activist, with the knowledge I have gained from being in this place.  However, for now, I am a future 
legislator looking for meaningful employment.  I thank members for their time. 

[Applause.] 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.05 pm]:  I was not going to rise this evening because I felt that four 
years in this place did not qualify me to make a valedictory speech, but I was told that if I did not make one, it 
would seem like sour grapes.  However, I will enjoy making it. 
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Hon Peter Foss:  We would have been disappointed. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I know Hon Peter Foss would have been disappointed.  If I have achieved nothing else 
in Parliament, I came through the front door of Parliament House in front of an angry mob - like a Christian 
being stoned while being led into the lions’ pit.  I do not think a member has ever entered Parliament before 
under those circumstances.  I will leave Parliament tomorrow with a lot of knowledge and a lot more friends.  I 
also now respect a lot more people.  I did not really know them and I prejudged them, and I feel bad about that.  I 
will also probably slide out the door tomorrow like one of my little cream cakes with the wings taken off: quietly 
and sedately!  I say to my friend Hon Bruce Donaldson that they are all his from now on. 

People come into this place and say that they are on the right side of politics; the other people are on the left side 
of politics and they are wrong.  They are all mad, and we are smart; and we are brainy and they are stupid.  
Someone said I was right.  However, when a person comes into this place, he meets those people.  All people 
probably have a niggly, irritating thing about them, and all people have a good and bright side.  I thought that if I 
was going to be in this place for several years, I should look at everyone’s bright side.  I must say that I looked at 
the good side of everyone, and I worked on the good side of everyone.  I will leave this place not thinking a bad 
thing about one person in this chamber.  Maybe some people niggled me, maybe they irritated me, and maybe 
they got up my nose.  However, at the end of the day, I look at members in this place and thank them very much, 
because I guess I have learnt humility and courtesy, and gained knowledge.  All members have shared their 
knowledge with me.  Members might not be able to think of what they did.  It might have been Hon Ken Travers 
talking football or whatever. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  It wouldn’t have been him talking politics. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  No.  However, I will leave this place with a lot of knowledge, and I will look back at 
this place and the people here with great fondness.  I must thank the President.  I thank the Leader of the House, 
in particular.  He has been extremely helpful.  He is a good bloke.  A couple of times he forgot we were here, but 
I have forgotten that, and have looked on the good side.  The Leader of the House gave me a lot of support, and I 
thank him for it.  I say the same to the Leader of the Opposition, and all other members in this place, such as Hon 
George Cash and, in particular, Hon Bruce Donaldson.  I spent a lot of time in the electorate with Hon Bruce 
Donaldson.  I must say that I have learnt a lot and have thoroughly enjoyed my time here. 

I thank my constituents and the people who voted for me.  Some friction has occurred because of the problems 
between Pauline Hanson and me.  She has probably swallowed a hate pill, but she will get over that.  She will 
probably get out of bed on the right side tomorrow and think of me lovingly.  I thank Pauline.  She has some 
good points, but she cannot dance.  She has a good side and a funny side.  I thank Pauline and the people who 
voted for me.   

I spent six or seven days a week in my electorate and I have slept in many beds - not like Willie Nelson and all 
the girls I have loved before!  Of all the beds I have slept in, I have slept either alone or with my wife.  
Nevertheless, I have slept in many beds over the past four years and worked six or seven days a week.  Members 
from the Agricultural Region are aware that members get dragged to a bowling club or a golf club on a weekend, 
which is irritating.  However, members attend those functions and smile.  I would love to have gone to those 
functions in a pair of scuffs, shorts and a T-shirt, but unfortunately I had to wear a collar and tie.  During the 
Address-in-Reply debate, I outlined what I thought might have happened at the last election and the reason I will 
not be here for the remainder of the current session of Parliament. 

I thank my wife for putting up with me and for understanding when I was not with her, my children and my 
grandchildren on all those nights.  My family has been extremely supportive.  I hope Parliament considers me to 
have been a contributor.  Whether it be a small, large or indifferent contribution, I hope Parliament considers that 
I have contributed something.  I believe that I have.  I leave this place thinking and knowing that I have.  I hope 
that my colleagues feel the same.  We must look at the bright side. 

The staff in the chamber, the dining room and Hansard are fantastic; they do a damn good job and I must admire 
them.  Members want for nothing because of their service.  They are always smiling and courteous, which is 
tremendous.  Where in business today would we find such efficient and courteous people who are willing to 
help?  It does not exist elsewhere, but it does exist in the Western Australian Parliament.  I thank them; they are 
fantastic.  They should all hold their heads high and be proud of supporting this place and supporting the 
members.  They do a bloody good job.  I say with great pride that if I meet any of the staff one night in a bar or a 
shopping centre, I will buy them a cup of coffee because I think of them in a friendly and warm manner.  I thank 
them.  I apologise if I have forgotten anyone from Parliament. 

I thank my electorate officers, Roxanne Gilmour, who has been with me from day one, and Dr Natalia Boranski 
Kostiki, who was stolen from me by the Department for Planning and Infrastructure at the end of last year.  She 
has whizzed through that department, completed her PhD and jumped up two grades.  She is wonderful, very 
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intelligent and has fitted the mould.  I was very lucky to have two staff who were so much in tune with my 
personality and so willing to help.  They did not work for me; they worked with me, which was beaut.  We were 
a good team.  Some of our press and research work was outstanding. 

My colleagues Hon Paddy Embry and Hon John Fischer and I have shared six years of humour, if we forget 
about the $58 000 court case that the nitwits at One Nation put us through - 

Hon Paddy Embry:  It is lucky I resigned earlier! 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  The member copped only $10 000; Hon John Fischer and I paid about $58 000.  I 
could have put that money to much better use than the court case.  I thank my colleagues for going through that.  
Ironically, I was not even mentioned in the initial documents of the court case, but a nutcase multimillionaire in 
the party took the other members of the party to court.  They were mostly pensioners or retirees who did not 
have any money.  If they had not been able to defend themselves, it would have been a tragedy.  That dope kept 
the court case going for two years.  I do not thank him at all, but I thank my colleagues for the support they gave 
me.  My two colleagues are great people.  We have been through quite a bit over the past six years.  I suppose we 
have not experienced the type of factional fighting that occurs in the Liberal or Labor Parties; we faced only 
mundane matters such as people wanting to string us up and get rid of us.  I know that the factional fighting in 
the two main parties is a lot bloodier than ours is.  However, what I went through was exciting and helped build 
my character.  Although we must look on the bright side, there is always an apple that is rotten to the core, so I 
do not thank that person who took us to court. 

I have enjoyed my time in Parliament and I have gained a wealth of knowledge.  Being a member of Parliament 
has given me a different slant on life.  The only criticism I have about Parliament is that during the debates we 
say the same thing about the same subject even though the government has 16 votes and the opposition has only 
14.  I have asked myself, “Why am I saying this?”  However, we must say things so that they are recorded in 
Hansard, and the constituents can read them and think members are doing a good job.  That is fantastic and I 
believe in that process, but I would not keep putting money on the table in a card game if I could see that another 
bloke had four aces and a king in his hand and I had only a pair of twos.  That would be stupidity.  However, that 
is Parliament.  That is part of the process of the game that we play, although it is a pity sometimes. 

I have listened to many arguments put by members from both sides.  Sometimes I thought members opposite 
presented a fantastic case and that they were right, but I had to vote against the government.  I heard some 
fabulous arguments from members on our side also.  However, it did not matter how great their arguments were, 
or if I thought no-one could possibly dispute them, because we lost the vote.  I used to wonder whether 
something was wrong and whether my interpretation of the argument was not right.  Hon Peter Foss, Hon 
Norman Moore and Hon Robyn McSweeney presented some great arguments during one debate, in which two 
and two made four.  They were right, and members opposite argued that two and two added up to only three and 
a quarter.  On that basis we should have won the debate. 

Hon Kim Chance:  That is before GST.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes, plus GST.  I thought that we should have won that debate; and why could we not 
win it based on truth and mere facts?  I will walk out of here somewhat baffled about that, but that is Parliament 
and we must go through the pantomime or the charades. 

It is 20 past five and Hon John Fischer wants to speak, but in conclusion I thank everybody in this place for their 
assistance and for making me a better person.  I really believe I have become a better person.  Years ago - please 
do not think I am going to tell a story - when I was a young executive I was aggressive and did not listen.  Most 
people in those days drove a sedan but I drove a bulldozer, because I thought it was a quicker way to get through 
the pack.  I did not listen to anyone and I was quite successful because I bulldozed and everybody did as they 
were told, or else.  One day Kevin James, from Kevin James Motors Pty Ltd - a little fellow of five foot six or 
seven - pulled me aside when I was the dealer principal of Auto Classic and said to me, “Frank, you are a great 
operator, you’ve got a bundle of enthusiasm, you’ve got a fantastic way about you, but think of yourself as a 
cowboy: when you’re going to do a job, grab the gun in your holster, remove it, aim it and fire.”  I said, “Well, 
don’t I do that?”  He said, “No, you don’t; you grab the gun and start shooting; you shoot your foot off and you 
start shooting everyone else and sometimes you hit the target.”  I asked him how I did that.  He said that he used 
to be like me.  He said, “If someone asks a question and you know the answer, instead of shooting your foot off, 
bite your tongue.  It hurts like hell and your eyes will water.  Get your hanky out of your pocket and, while you 
are wiping the water out of your eyes, think about the answer.  The answer you give will surprise you because 
your tongue is hurting like hell.  After you think for 30 seconds, the target becomes a lot clearer.”  He said that 
the answer I gave may have been the right one, but it might have hurt someone’s feelings, it might have done 
many things, but by taking that 30 seconds, I could give the answer in a different way, nicely without hurting 
someone’s feelings or whatever.  That is what Kevin James taught me and I have taken that philosophy through 
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life, because it has slowed me down.  I have a bundle of energy.  Sometimes I cannot stop, I get excited and I 
like to do things that I should not do.  This Parliament has taken me into the next phase and has made me a better 
person.  I thank members for that.  I thank you, Mr President, members and everyone else. 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.23 pm]:  I must admit that Frank has covered a lot of 
ground, but I have often wondered what I should say in a valedictory speech, that is, apart from saying thank you 
to the 104 000 Western Australians who elected three One Nation members to this Parliament in 2001 and also 
to the many others who have helped us since we have been here.  I hold the view that the uncertainty of small 
parties being re-elected, especially to the Legislative Council, should have dictated that anything we wanted to 
say was put forward well and truly prior to our last day. 

I find myself regretting that this is not the case in my situation, as there are many other issues in the Mining and 
Pastoral Region in particular that certainly need to be addressed.  However, I shall need to leave those issues to 
others as my time in this place has come to a conclusion. 

I will make one reference, however, to the ideological make-up of this house in reflecting on a comment made 
not unkindly by Hon Barry House in his contribution to the Address-in-Reply.  He mentioned that the 2001 
preference distribution with One Nation was similar to the National Party preferencing the Greens (WA) in the 
South West Region at the last election.  An article by Joe Poprzeczny that recently appeared in the newspaper, 
put a slant on things that perhaps need correction.  One Nation was not a coalition partner of the Liberal Party.  
We were last at that time on all the Liberal Party tickets.  I think the arrangement with the National Party 
preferencing the Greens, and the situation with One Nation were totally different; in fact, there was certainly no 
mutual appreciation between the Liberal Party and One Nation.  As I say, we were last on the Liberal Party ticket 
in every seat in the state.  Hon Derrick Tomlinson even thought it necessary to peruse Mein Kampf to try to 
understand our philosophy.  I genuinely hope that Hon Derrick Tomlinson did not find too many similarities 
between the philosophy in Mein Kampf and our philosophy.  I think it was the result of a media beat-up of the 
worst kind.  As I said in my maiden speech, it did not really upset me but I thought it was extremely rude to the 
104 000 people in Western Australia who voted for a smaller party, basically because they were sick of the 
actions of the two major parties.   

I agree with Hon Norman Moore’s recent comments in this house regarding the future of One Nation and the 
difficulty with it being under conservative control.  I have no hesitation, and certainly have a pride, in saying that 
I consider my philosophy that of a conservative nationalist.  I very much regret our past mistakes regarding 
preferences.  I believe they will have a detrimental effect on the future of politics, especially conservative 
politics, in this state.  I sincerely hope that issues, such as the National Party preferencing the Greens, do not 
happen again in the near future.  I do not believe that this state can afford further radical interference by groups 
such as the Greens, any more than it can from fanatical religious movements.  I make no apology for the fact that 
my views are of that nature.  The future we are facing with free trade agreements with nations such as China will 
make life more and more difficult, especially for the agricultural sector, and they will make it more and more 
difficult for us to adequately distribute the wealth of Western Australia.   

Having got that off my chest, I take this opportunity to thank Hon John Cowdell, President of this chamber, and 
Laurie Marquet, who is absent, for the help and assistance they have proffered to my colleagues and me during 
our brief time here.  I thank all the members of this house for the debates in which we have all taken part.  I wish 
many of those debates had not occurred.  However, that was the will of the house and must be taken as the will 
of the people who elect the members of this house.   

I also thank my two colleagues Hon Frank Hough and Hon Paddy Embry.  Frank and I have had a very good 
relationship over the six years he mentioned.  I cannot remember us having a disagreement.  If we did have a 
disagreement, one of us very wisely walked out and thought about it for a while so we could have a beer 
afterwards.  I thank Frank and Paddy for their friendship, help and assistance during my time in this place.   

I thank the parliamentary staff for their excellent work.  That has been adequately expressed by the members 
who made their valedictory speeches before me.  No-one could disagree with the compliments that have been 
paid to staff.  Finally, I wish all members, both those who are retiring and those who are staying on, all the best 
for their future.  I hope all achieve what has been set out for them through their political philosophy or outside 
Parliament.  It has been a pleasure to work here.  I have enjoyed it very much.  Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

Question put and passed.   
 


